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connected and there is occasional duplication of treatment. To the 
reviewer the most significant of the essays are: "Human Progress: The 
Idea and the Reality"; "A Neglected Opportunity and Duty in Journal- 
ism" urging an endowed press; and the last three chapters analyzing 
the Russian situation and presenting a severe condemnation of bolshev- 
ism and the soviet system. The soviet system is condemned out of the 
mouth of Lenin himself whose description is quoted, a " dictatorship of 
the proletariat, supported by the poorest peasants." "The soviet form 
of government," comments the author, "is higher and better because it 
disfranchises the middle class, because it disfranchises the richer peasant 
who shares the sentiments of the middle class, and because it puts 
supreme control in the hands of the city workers." "The soviet form of 
government is neither democratic nor rational. It is government by 
accidental groups, by disorderly assemblies, by haphazard arrangements. 
It is government by usurpers and pretenders who may or may not choose 
to obey a dictatorship of the so-called proletariat, which in turn is led 
by a small group of remorseless non-proletarian dogmatists and social 
bigots" (p. 211). Again (p. 248), "To sum up: Everything character- 
istic of bolshevism is wrong, unscientific, and impossible. Bolshevism 
is Prussianism in another form. It is equally opposed to democracy, to 
liberty, to evolution. It is merely the substitution of the tyranny of 
the Agnostic and Socialist Lenin for that of the monarchist and ortho- 
dox Nicholas Romanoff. Lenin is sincere — so was Romanoff." 

Robert Fry Clark 
Pacific University 



The Larger Socialism. By Bertram Benedict. New York: 

Macmillan, 1921. Pp. 243. $2.50. 
What Is Socialism? By James Edward Le Rossignol. New 

York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1921. Pp. x+627. $2.00. 
The first of the foregoing books is written by a convinced socialist 
who has had practical experience as a soap-box orator and campaigner 
for the Socialist party. He frankly recognizes and sets forth the hamper- 
ing, nay, the paralyzing effect of the Marxian ideology on the efforts of 
the workers who are trying to win over converts to the party. Instead 
of trying to show, for instance, the greater productiveness of the socialist 
economic organization over the present wasteful and ineffective capitalist 
organization they confine their efforts to repeated reiteration of the 
Marxian formulas. 
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Mr. Benedict is another instance of a Socialist jarred awake by the 
crisis of the Great War and his book is an attempt to reconstruct the 
strategy of socialist campaigning by broadening the outlook and con- 
sidering carefully the actual situation in the United States. The broader 
minded socialists should welcome such a champion as Mr. Benedict. His 
book has an effect like opening a window and allowing fresh air to enter 
a room filled with air overheated and stale from having been repeatedly 
breathed by the occupants. 

The other book is a concise refutation of the Marxian ideas from the 
orthodox economic standpoint. It has a well-selected bibliography of 
books in English. 

Victor E. Helleberg 

University of Kansas 



Society and lis Problems. An Introduction to the Principles of 
Sociology. By Grove Samuel Dow. New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., 1922. Pp. xiv+594. $2.75. 

This is a summary gathered from the available sociological text- 
book literature. It is well done as the average textbook. It is rather 
commonplace and superficial having no distinctive view-point or method. 
It will not help the average student to help himself nor will it arouse any 
enthusiastic effort on the part of the student but rather tend to make 
him feel that he has covered the whole field of sociology and therefore 
need trouble about it no further. The author's own description follows. 

After taking up the definition of sociology, the author discusses one by one 
certain of the fundamental problems. First comes a study of population, 
birth and death rates, and movements of population. This leads to those 
perplexing elements, immigration, the overcrowding of cities and race antagon- 
isms. The next two parts deal with society and its problems from within — 
the evolution of the family and the home, religion, ethics, and education, 
social control and organization. Then come its maladjustments, poverty, 
crime, immorality, and the treatment of defectives. 

Victor E. Helleberg 
University of Kansas 



Education in Recent Sociology. By Joseph T. Williams, Ph.D. 

Salem, Mass. : Newcomb & Gauss, Printers, 1921. Pp. iv+81. 

This reprint of seven articles which appeared in Education last year, 

called by the author "but a preliminary study," marks an advance 

in the correlation between education and sociology. Six men "who are 



